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Family Loss

  June 2004

My name is Casandra 
I need a sponsor. I am 9 years old and live 
in Nicaragua. Please return this coupon to 
sponsor me each month. Thanks!

■ $25  ■ $50  ■ $_____

(800)422-7729
Sponsorship Department

PLEASE SPONSOR ME!

With deep regret 
we share an 
unfortunate 

loss with you, our ICC 
family.  Around the 
middle of last month we 
lost Sardy Rodriguez, a 
young man from the 
Dominican Republic.  
Sardy and his sib-
lings Damaris, 
Eunice, and 
Eliezer, joined 
the ICC family 
seventeen years ago.  
At that time Sardy’s 
father was very sick with 
typhoid and his mother 
was not able to support 
four children, take care of 
her husband, and work to 
support the family financially.  
Sardy’s mother heard about ICC 
through an aunt and decided 
to see if we would take the chil-
dren without splitting them up.  
At first it didn’t seem like there 
was any room for the children 
but Alcyon Fleck was visiting 
at the time, and when Sardy’s 
mom told her their story, the 
children were able to join the 
Dominican Children’s Village.

As Sardy grew, he was good at 
many things, from school to 
sports and music. One of his 

greatest talents was that of ser-
vice.  Sardy was always willing 

to help out when needed. 
Many times he could be 

found working in the gar-
den or helping out with 

maintenance needs around 
campus.  Leadership was 

another of his many abili-
ties; he led Sabbath 
school classes and the 
Pathfinder Adventure 
Club, and eventually 
dreamed of becoming 
a pastor.  In fact, Sardy’s 
passion for Christ was so 
strong that one semester 
he made a goal to bring 

10 people to Christ. By the 
end of that semester 14 
people were baptized in 

Sardy Rodriguez 1981–2004
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Contact	Doug	Congleton	at	ICC	
for	more	information	on	how	
you	can	become	part	of	the	

“Legacy	of	Love”

(800)	422-7729
Doug@ForHisKids.org
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just one of the crusades he orga-
nized. Along with the talents of 
service and leadership was his 
amazing musical gift.  He had 
the gift of song, and could also 
play both the piano and the 
saxophone.  Many Sabbaths you 
would find him leading out in 
song service along with giving 
the sermon.  This last year he 

was in between 
colleges and was 
biding his time 
until he could 
finish his theol-
ogy degree.  

Many details 
of his death 
are not 
available as 
of yet, but 

he passed away 
May 13, 2004.  We appreci-

ate your prayers for his family 
and for our Las Palmas family 
at this time.

Skip Applegarth
By Mr. & Mrs. Fred Smith

Larry Boles
By John & Evelyn Grosboll

Virgil Cumbo
By Florence Cumbo

Roger & Sheila Cumbo
Ben & June Coleson
George & Ruth Crumley
Ron & Ardella Edwards
James & Nan Fraser
Frank & Doris Giesen
Kathleen Hartzell
John & Linda Hisey
Russell & Pamela Kesterson
Frank & Marilyn McCalment
Richard & Noreen Nelson
Bill & Donna Pershall
Lylis & Melvin Rueb
Ernest & Eugina Schimke
Dudley & Ginger Snarr
Marilynn & Ervin Stabel

Dorothy June Eller
By Dr. Byron Eller

Orlyn Hamel
By Daniel & Valerie Morikone

Annie Jones
By Elizabeth Adels

Neil & Alma Blabey
Ray & Violet Blabey
Ed & Ethel Heisler
Myrtle & Raymond Neufeld
Beth & Al Reimche
Maureen & Burton Schaber
Bill & Dixie Strong
George & Brenda Strong
Kurt & Barbara Styron
Gene & Cheri Tilton

Jerry Kilgore
By Mr. & Mrs. Fred Smith

Laura Krater
By Paul Krater

Ramona Krussow
By Ken & Joyce Ackerman

Virginia Krussow
By Norman Krussow

Orville & Janice Krussow
Oscar,“Oz” Lottman

By Irene Lottman & Claudia Bubeck
William & Evelyn Taves

Paul & Merle Meyer 
By Frank & Ruth Waxter

Art Peleson
By Ruth Stenzel

Lorrine Mem Fund Phillips
By Louis Phillips

Elmer Rasmussen
By George & RomaBelle

Rasmussen
Claus & Mary Stratemeyer

Joseph, “Joe” Standish
By Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Hummel

Carol & Landon Koester
Lois & Jack Northcutt
Bette Standish
Suzanne Williams
Blue Mountain Academy
Friends

Malcolm Towne
By Carl & Joan Towne

Norma Vail
By Bill & Mona Hess

Donald & Susan Scheiwer
Howard VanHouten

By Naomi VanHouten

Ralph Wisti
By Mr. & Mrs. Fred Smith

Dau Ba Yin
By Frank & Barbara Wyman

Family & Friends
Ann Zabalotny

By Elvera Rennings

Project Needs

As with all families, we have a to do list. Please consider 
helping us with it.

Guatemala
   12 commercial size washing machines at $650 each.
   Small 40 horse power tractor with mowing deck. 
   Large tractor with harrow.

Congo 
   2 complete outside kitchens for $5000 each. 
  Currently one kitchen feeds all the children.

   A power plant collection pond at $4000.
  This will increase water flow to our electrical power plant.
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“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Matthew 25:40

Homes For The Homeless

 June 2004
Dear friends,

The good news this month is that money is in to buy the property for our ICC Children’s 
Village in Nicaragua. We have been appealing for funds for this urgent need, and through the gen-
erosity of several of our faithful donors it is now a reality. Actually, Rick and Sharon are in Nicaragua 
today working on the purchase legalities. Paul and Janet Edgren are with them. Paul has gone on 
several trips for ICC, especially to help lay out the master plans in new projects. This they will be 
doing in Nicaragua. 

We already have a four-acre property on the Pacific side of the country, near to the town where 
our Receiving Center is. We are building a home on that property where volunteer groups can stay 
while working on the new children’s village. I’m sure many of you will want to visit that new project. 
It is in a beautiful location near the ocean. Now, we need to raise the funds to build the cottages. Our 
master plan calls for at least ten homes, besides the administration buildings, school and church. As 
this new village is developed we will have industrial projects, such as farming. 

We are all excited about this new project, but I’m sure the children waiting in the Receiving 
Center will be even more excited. This will become their permanent home. Most of the children are 
victims from a landslide caused by Hurricane Mitch in 1998. As the first homes are finished and par-
ents are hired, the first group will be taken there to be welcomed home! Hopefully funds will come 
fast enough so the first four homes can be built quickly. 

Angelica and Felix were the couple with the commitment to those devastated children to open 
up their own home after the tragedy and care for a houseful until we could rally help for them. Ken 
and I went to Nicaragua at that time to look over the possibilities and the need, take a report to the 
ICC board, and get the ball rolling. This is a thrilling day for us to know that there will be permanent 
ICC homes for children in Nicaragua.

Tiffany, at our ICC office, sent me a report of three of these children who lost their homes and 
families at that time.

Marcos is one little boy you could never forget. He was one and a half years old at the time of 
the eruption. He was living temporarily with Angelica and Felix when we were there. There were other 
siblings, but the old grandmother was hesitant to give them up. They were with Marcos at Angelica 
and Felix’s home for awhile. But the grandmother came to take them back. Neighbors reported that 
she needed them to beg for her to support her drinking problem. Whether or not that was true, when 



we all went out to find the shack where they were living, we knew that it was not a fit place for chil-
dren. Finally, Marcos and two of the youngest children were released to be raised at our ICC facility. 

Claudia and her two brothers lost their father during the disaster. The mother struggled to 
support the family, but finally realized that it was a losing battle, and brought the children to us. 
They have been with us for over a year now. Claudia had health problems as well as the emotional 
trauma she suffered at losing both her parents. Her report shows that there is improvement in all 
of those areas. Her teachers report that she is one of the best-behaved children and also that she is 
earning high grades. She loves to play with dolls as well as the outside activities on the swings and 
play equipment.

Our Receiving Center is full now with little room for more children. But there are still more 
children that need homes. I am sure that those new cottages in the ICC Village will fill up as fast as 
they are finished and have house parents in them, ready to welcome home new families of children.

As I write this letter some sad news just arrived. Sardy, one of our older boys at Las Palmas 
passed away. I don’t have details yet, but it is a shock to all of us. Sardy has been one of those boys 
who loves His Lord and was preparing to be a pastor and dedicate his life to Him. He had transferred 
from the Adventist University in Costa Rica to our Adventist University in Puerto Rica, much nearer 
home for him. I well remember the day when his mother, with her children, was sitting out under a 
tree near our office at Las Palmas. The children wanted to stay and they were all so happy when we 
said that we could find a place for them. We are praying for our Las Palmas family as they mourn the 
loss of this older brother. Thankfully, these children know that soon Jesus will come and God’s people 
will be raised from their graves to join all the others that are waiting to go Home with Him. Besides 
all that we can give children to make their lives better, the best of all is the knowledge of God and His 
plan for us.

Ken and I are still involved with ICC, though not with the day-by-day responsibilities we once 
had. There is time now for reflection, especially to look back to the beginning. We had no idea how 
far God would take us in this venture of faith. But we soon realized that there was no place to stop. 
No matter how many children we have, there are so many more, even in the countries where we are 
now operating, let alone the new areas who are calling for our help. It is tempting to be frustrated 
with the needs that clamor for our help, needs that we can’t solve. But, we have learned to think, 
instead, of all the children, hundreds of them, who have come to us, who aren’t hungry, cold, or 
abandoned any more. We think of the many young people, who came to us as little lost children, 
but who are now adults making their own contributions in the world. Especially, we are thankful 
that all of these children have learned to know Jesus, the friend of children who once said, “Suffer 
the children to come unto Me.”

With our love,
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