
Because of you, the children at Los Pinos are able to learn valuable skills, such as 
gardening and money management, that will help them throughout life.

Growing Plants Helps Children Grow Too!
Los Pinos School Teaches Principles of Gardening and Responsibility

Your support of the children 
through sponsorship and/
or monthly giving is help-

ing to provide the children with a 
rich educational experience. 

At the Los Pinos Children’s 
Village in Guatemala, the cur-
riculum includes more than 
just reading, writing and arith-
metic, the “three R’s” that were 
coined many years ago as being 
early requirements in educa-
tion. It also includes a fourth R: 
Responsibility.

The Los Pinos elementary school 
has classes for children in first 
through sixth grade. One of the 
special classes that has been devel-
oped for the children is called 

“productivity and development.”

Each child participates in this 
class and is given an old tire they 
use as a mini garden. The chil-
dren are taught how to prepare 
the soil, select their crop, plant 
seeds, and nurture and care for 
their garden. One of the older 
boys who grew up in Los Pinos 
serves as the instructor for his 
younger “siblings.”

An important part of this class is 
teaching the children principles of 
budgeting and sales. Whatever the 
children grow may be sold for cash 
that they can use as they choose.

Sonja Hernandez, the school 
principal says that “It’s been 
a nice experience because it’s 
something the kids really like to 
do. When they get their money, 
they learn about tithing. They 
learn about budgeting, and we’ve 
taught them that they can buy 
seeds from the little money.”

Because of the long growing sea-
son in Guatemala, during a typi-
cal school year, the children can 
have three and possibly even 
more crops. Vegetables the chil-
dren grow include things like 
cilantro, radishes and peppers.

One of the major crops in the 
“big garden” at Los Pinos are bell 
peppers grown in a green house. 
This crop helps feed the children 
and staff with the surplus being 
sold to supplement the budget.

In a small way, these children 
are learning early the  important 

principles of responsibility that 
will help them grow.

Thank you for supporting the 
children. God is working through 
you and the caring staff at the ICC 
Children’s Villages like Los Pinos. 
You really are making a huge dif-
ference in their lives. And just as 
the garden plants require nur-
turing care, so these young chil-
dren need your support through-
out the year.

As the calendar has now turned 
to a new year, please remember 
the children. January is often a 
very difficult month financially as 
people recover from the holidays. 
But the children still need daily 
care — just like the plants.

Included with this Que Pasa is a 
response coupon you can use to 
make a special gift to help pro-
vide for the needs of the children. 
Thank you! 
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productive and thriving mem-
bers of the community.

4 Tue, Jan 22. Pray for the chil-
dren’s caregivers. 

It is a true mission to 
be a house parent at an ICC 
Children’s Village. Children 
come to ICC from all different 
situations and walks of life. Also, 
each child responds to trauma 
in different ways. Some chil-
dren respond to pain by acting 
out, others by suppressing their 
emotions. 

Caretakers have to be capable, 
adaptable, and available to many 
different children. They are truly 
the on-the-ground “hands and 
feet” of Christ. Pray that they may 
have wisdom. Pray that they find 
comfort and support in this criti-
cal mission work.

5 Wed, Jan 23. Pray for the 
s afeke eping  of  the  I CC 
Children’s Villages. 

When we see photos of the 
smiling faces of our dear chil-
dren around the world, it’s easy 

prior formal education, or to be 
delayed in learning because of 
trauma. Pray that children may 
overcome these disadvantages, 
so that they may do well in school. 
Pray that they may catch up to 
the grade level for their age, and 
that they will be blessed by their 
Christian education.

3 Mon, Jan 21. Pray for the edu-
cation of ICC’s grown children.

As children grow, they 
must prepare for life outside of 
the Children’s Village. Thanks 
to the care of donors, like you, 
higher education and techni-
cal training is possible. It is this 

“finishing touch” that helps the 
young people to thrive on their 
own in the world. Yet, it can be 
difficult for them to decide on 
the best way to be independent. 

Pray for the young people as 
they make important decisions 
about their education and future. 
Pray for them to do well in school. 
Pray that they follow God’s guid-
ance, and that they become 

This month, please join in a 
special 10 Days of Prayer for 
Orphans in our ICC Children’s 
Villages. This event will take 
place January 19-28, and fol-
lows the world-wide week of 
prayer sponsored by the SDA 
Church. There will be a differ-
ent prayer focus on each of the 
10 days. Following are the sug-
gested prayer topics.

1 Sab, Jan 19. Pray for the 
healing of the “Holes in the 
Hearts” of orphaned and 

abandoned children. 
When a new child comes to 

live at an ICC children’s village, 
he or she is immediately placed 
in a loving family. Yet, emotional 
healing does not take place 
overnight. The pain of being 
neglected, abused, or orphaned 
leaves a big hole in the heart of a 
child. It takes a while for a hurt-
ing child to be happy and to  feel 
loved. 

Pray for children that are still 
healing. Pray that they can accept 
the change that is taking place 
in their lives, and that they will 
trust the love that is freely given 
to them.

2 Sun, Jan 20. Pray for the 
education of ICC’s young 
school children. 

Every child at an ICC chil-
dren’s village is provided edu-
cation. Yet, outside of ICC, edu-
cation is not a guarantee for 
many children around the world. 
Those who have been orphaned 
or abused are even more disad-
vantaged. 

It’s not uncommon for chil-
dren to arrive at ICC with no 

10 Days of Prayer for Orphans
Pray for “His Kids” January 19-28, following the world church’s 10 Days of Prayer.



10 Days of Prayer for Orphans
Pray for “His Kids” January 19-28, following the world church’s 10 Days of Prayer.

to forget that they live in danger-
ous parts of the world. Stories of 
warfare in D.R. Congo are shock-
ing. Even in Central American 
countries, the fear of gang vio-
lence and political upheaval can 
threaten the safety of the chil-
dren. 

Praise God for the protection 
that He daily provides. 

Pray that the children may 
continue to be kept safe from 
external danger.

6 Thu, Jan 24. Pray for the 
campus industries. 

A thriving industry is 
an essential way for ICC children 
to receive the quality, ongoing 
care they need. The more self-
sustaining a project can be, the 
more consistent the care is for 
the children. 

It’s also an effective way for 
the generous gifts of donors to 
be multiplied, giving back to the 
children. As sustaining industry 
options are explored and built 
upon, pray that they may reach 
their highest potential. Pray that 
the workers may have wisdom, 
and pray for a full harvest.

7 Fri, Jan 25. Pray that the vil-
lages have a positive impact 
on their communities. 

While the main purpose of 
ICC is to care for orphaned and 
abandoned children, there is 
often a secondary mission work 
to reach out to and positively 
impact the surrounding commu-
nities of a Children’s Village.

Outside of the blessing of 
adding jobs and income to com-
munities, the Villages also pro-
vide opportunities for others to 
learn about Jesus. Churches have 
been planted and communities 

have benefited from the blessings 
God provides to His children. 

Pray that the communities 
surrounding ICC Children’s 
Villages come to know and 
love Christ, and pray that the 
Children’s Villages may continue 
to have a positive impact on those 
around them.

8 Sab, Jan 26. Pray for the 
administration and staff. 

In the words of an old 
African Proverb, “It takes a village 
to raise a child.” This is especially 
true at ICC. Orphaned and aban-
doned children benefit from the 
personal love of house parents, in 
addition to love from the admin-
istration and staff who bless the 
children daily on campus.

The on-campus administra-
tion are responsible for making 
sure that children are cared for 
properly and that the Villages 
run smoothly. 

Pray that their efforts are 
blessed to have a deep impact on 
the children. Pray that the staff 
and administration know that 
they, too, are loved and are doing 
a good work. 

9 Sun, Jan 27. Pray for the gov-
ernments to realize the need 
for facilities like ICC’s. 

One of the greatest challenges 
that the Children’s Villages face 
is governmental regulations. 

Many countries where our vil-
lages are located receive funding 
from North America and other 
developed countries to help with 
the care of children. The prob-
lem is that this funding often 
comes with pressure to stop the 
use of child-care institutions, 
such as traditional orphanages.

ICC falls into the category 
of an institution, but it is not an 
institution in a traditional sense. 
Children live with parents in a 
home and are part of a commu-
nity where they can receive the 
specialized care they need. 

Pray that governments see the 
difference between traditional 
institutionalized care, and the 
very personal approach of ICC. 
Pray that they will see the need 
for our villages and that they con-
tinue to send children to ICC’s 
care. 

10Mon, Jan 28. Pray for the 
worldwide ICC family. 

ICC is only possible 
because of the many generous 
donors, like you, who give from 
the heart. We recognize that it’s 
not always easy to give and that it 
often requires sacrifice. 

Praise God for those who have 
given of their time and funds to 
support the children!

Pray for each donor and vol-
unteer to have joy throughout 
this new year. Pray that they real-
ize the importance of their sup-
port. Pray that they may be abun-
dantly blessed.

Thank you for your prayers on 
behalf of the children. With the 
start of a new year comes a spirit 
of new beginnings. That spirit 
beats in the heart of every child 
who no longer lives in poverty, 
fear, and neglect; who now lives 
in security and love. 

The transforming power that 
comes with new beginnings is 
proven to be effective in the lives 
of ICC children, thanks to your 
support. That will be the case 
this New Year, and abundantly so, 
as we pray together each day.



When soliciting funds for a specific need, we occasionally receive more in donations than requested. In those instances when we do receive more money than solicited,  
those extra funds are placed in “Alcyon’s Angel Fund.” To protect the privacy of our children, ICC uses fictitious names in the Que Pasa when referring to minor children.

You can leave a lasting legacy  
in the life of an orphan child.

Contact Doug today  
for more details.

(800) 422-7729

DougC@ForHisKids.org

A Mission Project for Your Church
Church Partnership Program Launches

Deborah Zirakian, ICC’s newly appointed 
Southeast Regional Coordinator, 
displays a special resource book that 
you can share with your church.

Today, your church can partner with ICC to share in the 
life-changing ministry of orphan work!
Invite a speaker to share stories at your home church. 

Ambassadors are willing and eager to share mission stories 
about ICC children. Start a mission project.  When your church 
family becomes a partner, they will be gifted a binder that 
includes all the information needed to begin.
Regular support is the best way to keep active the church’s 
response to helping hurting children. One church, for 
example, takes up a weekly “orphan offering.” Many churches 
have chosen to sponsor a child or multiple children. 
There is great potential in working together. Your partnership 
of love with ICC is proof of that. Now, we invite you to expand 
that partnership for the blessing of the children. Please email 
William Hurtado, wah@forhiskids.org, and sign up today.

Your ongoing support enabled the El Oasis Children’s Village 
in Mexico to operate and expand a very important sustaining 
industry. Thank you!
We’ve reported in the past about the pepper project. Just 
like last year, we experienced a miracle when the killing 
frost descended into our valley where the El Oasis Children’s 
Village is located. Other farmers lost their crops. Only the El 
Oasis peppers remained undamaged. The harvest continued 
until all the peppers were gathered in. Praise the Lord!
You may recall that in March, after the seedlings were planted, 
a special service dedicated the crop to God. Now, with the 
growing season behind us, we can see how God has blessed 
and preserved His precious plants so they can provide for the 
needs of His precious children! 
What a testimony this field of peppers has given to neighbors 
in the surrounding area! Thank you for your continual support 
of “His Kids!”
Watch videos of this project at the following link —
Pepper Project Videos: www.forhiskids.org/qp/peppers/

Miracle in the Pepper Patch
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