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Update From Congo

A Special Report From ICC President, Rick Fleck

Dear ICC Family,

Your outpouring of love and sup-
port for the ICC children in the
DR Congo is amazing, and the
results are fantastic. Sharon and
I were able to see this first-hand
over New Year during our recent
visit to the Patmos Children’s
Village on Idjwi Island.

Over the next few issues I plan to
share experiences and pictures
that demonstrate that what you
are doing for the children has a
life-changing impact.

We arrived in Kigali, Rwanda
safely — but sadly, our luggage
didn’t travel all the way with us.
This delayed us a bit in continu-
ing our journey to Idjwi Island.

We are so thankful that there is
an additional immigration office,
which allowed us to travel to the lit-
tle town of Kibuye, Rwanda, which
1s on the shores of Lake Kivu.

From there we took our ICC
“speed boat” across the lake. Well,
that was the plan — to take a quick
trip of about 35 minutes to the
island. However, when we were
far from either shore, the boat
stalled and quit.

Lake Kivu is notorious for being
dangerous. Storms often sweep

Travelling by boat is the only way to visit the Patmos Children's Village, which
operates because of the support you continue to provide.

across the waters and there are
many boats that capsize. A few
years ago, one of our ICC boys,
Samuel, drowned in the lake
when the boat he was riding in
capsized during a storm.

This boat is one that we sent in
a container to Congo many years
ago. Congolese soldiers had con-
fiscated it for their use for a while
during skirmishes with rebels.
The added wear and age of the
boat creates challenges.

Désiré, our director, said we
shouldn’t worry because the
boat captain was "a very good
mechanic!" The captain started

taking things apart and putting
them back together. The motor
worked for about 30 seconds and
quit again.

I'wasn’t worried. I feel that, as mis-
sionaries, our lives are in God’s
hands and we can depend upon
Him in all circumstances.

More time went by. Still the motor
didn’twork. At that point, I received
anotification on my mobile phone.
It was my “verse-a-day” Bible text.
It wasn’t normally scheduled to
send a notification at that time, but
there it was. John 16:33
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“I have told you these things, so
thatin me you may have peace. In
this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome
the world,” John 16:33.

This seemed awesomely appropri-
ate! We were safe in God’s hands
right here, at the start of our trip,
even though we were having trou-
ble. We knew we could rely on
God’s care.

The boat captain started remov-
ing the spark plugs and gave an
indication that this was the prob-
lem. I remembered that I had
brought with me a Leatherman
multi-tool that I had received as
a Christmas gift. I took it out and
handed it to the boat captain. He
smiled, took out the file tool and
started working on a spark plug.
Soon he reinserted the spark
plug, cranked the motor, and we
were on our way again.

I loved this text, and later I shared
it with the children during a wor-
ship service. Every child there
experienced so much trouble and
trauma in their lives. I encouraged
them that they have a Heavenly
Father who is looking after them.
They can trust Him!

We were met on the shore by the
smiles and singing of our ICC
children. They wore paper hats
that they had made. On the hats
was written the word, “Welcome.”

I wish you could have been with
us! You, too, would have received
a warm and heartfelt Welcome.
The children truly do appreci-
ate the opportunity to experi-
ence the love and belonging that
you have helped to provide.
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Three couples, including four former ICC children, were able to experience the

"Finishing Touch" and embark on independent life and love, all because of YOU!

On Désiré's agenda for the day, it said
there would be a wedding. I won-
dered a bit that there was not any-
thing else on the agenda for that day.
I'found out why as the day unfolded!

The wedding started at 10:30 in the
morning and when I looked at my
watch as we were heading to our
guestroom at the end of the day, it
said, 5:30 p.m. What an eventful
day, and what a blessing to be able
to attend and participate in three
marriage ceremonies for four of
our children! Two of our children
where marrying each other!

The ceremony began when the
grooms entered and stood with
the pastor at the front. Then
the procession started with the
attendants marching in rhyth-
mic dance, moving forward and
then retreating before continuing
down the aisle. It was beautiful.

Then the brides appeared and
walked down the aisle with their
escorts. The grooms came down,
one by one to meet each bride,
and then they satacross from one
another until it was their turn to

approach the minister who con-
ducted their unique ceremony.
When the weddings were over, we
all went to the school and spent
the remainder of the day cele-
brating the marriages of these
young people.

As you might expect, there was
food in abundance at the recep-
tion along with singing and peo-
ple sharing personal thoughts
and wishes for the couples. When
it was time for gift giving, two
attendants joined each cou-
ple and they held a large cloth
between themselves like a ham-
mock. People came forward and
placed gifts inside the cloth.

For those gifts that wouldn’t fit,
like goats for the couples, they
were brought forward on a leash.
In the case where a cow was given,
a piece of rope that would lead a
cow was given as a token of the gift.

Désiré announced that ICC and
sponsors who had supported the
children had also given gifts for
the couples. These were not obvi-
ous but included the reception
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meal as well as special items, such
as furniture, for their homes.

How fitting that on our first day,
we were able to attend a culminat-
ing event in the lives of our kids.
The “finishing touch” completed,
they were now embarking in lives
independent from our care.

What a blessing you have been to
them as you have helped them to
reach this important milestone.

Through your support, they have
received the love and nurturing
care of a family. And now, they
are pledging themselves to their
spouses and are starting homes of
their own. From an orphan child
all alone to a dearly beloved spouse.
On their behalf I want to say thank
you for helping to make this mira-
cle of transformation possible!

AsIreflect on this special occasion
in the lives of not only the happy
couples but all our ICC family in
Congo, I am very pleased with the
success God is providing for this
project and the children.

Many are becoming successfully
independent. This is so different
from what may be expected in
the general population of young
people in Congo. This is espe-
cially true for our girls. They have
an education, or a trade, or a skill
that they can use to help provide
for themselves and their families
when they are established.

This experience gives me courage
that we must continue our mission
for the children in Congo! And we
cannot continue this mission with-
out your ongoing care and com-
mitment and generosity.

Several new children arrived liter-
ally at our doorstep during our visit.

I will be sharing their stories with
you next month, but in the mean-
time, won’t you please consider giv-
ing a special gift this month to help

this mission for children?

You can use the enclosed cou-
pon to let us know that you are
joining us in supporting the chil-
dren. Thanks so very much for
what you do for “His kids!”

In His Service,
N EN

Rick Fleck
President

What a blessing your prayers and support
are in helping our young people reach
important milestones, such as marriage!

Mail Services Resume
In Guatemala!l

ou may be surprised to

Y know that the entire coun-
try of Guatemala has been
without mail service for two years.

The only way we have been able to
get mail to Los Pinos was to send
it with a staff member who was
making the trip, which does not
happen very often.

All of the mail that was waiting
has been sent on now! Going for-
ward, if you sponsor a child in
Guatemala you are welcome to
send your cards and letters on
yourself OR you may still send
them here to the Vancouver, WA
office and they will be sent in a
packet on the first of each month.

As usual, please do not write the
child’s name on the outside of
the envelope. Sometimes the post
office will require the child them-
selves to pick up their own mail if
their name appears in the address.
Logistically this is not an option.

Please note that we are using the
Guatemala City address and not
Poptun. If you are sending items
yourself this is the address to use:

Hogar Adventista Los Pinos
¢/o Administrator
Avenida 15 14-43 Zona 13
Guatemala City, Guatemala
Central America

Thank you for your continued sup-
portand your patience as we worked
through this inconvenience.

~oBy Alanna Jones

~
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Introducing Franklin Farrow and
the New ICC Endowment Fund

Franklin Farrow, co-founder and chief
executive officer of Independent
Healthcare Properties, is helping to
initiate the ICC Endowment Fund.

that ICC receives its first

$125,000 installment of
$250,000 from the Farrow Family
Foundation to kickstart our new
1CC Endowment Fund.

It is with humility and honor

This donation is the first step in
a vision to fundraise 5 million
dollars, all to better position ICC
towards long-term stability and
growth in caring for His Kids.

Franklin Farrow 's investment
into ICC children’s futures—com-
bined with the monthly contribu-
tions of supporters like you-will
bolster our ability to care for chil-
dren into perpetuitv.

It is with joy that we welcome
Franklin into the ICC family of
contributors! Franklin, may God
bless you for your visionary heart
and action-filled life.

We pray, as you do, that stepping
out in faith by starting the ICC
Endowment Fund will encourage
others to also step out in giving.

Matching Challenge Reached
Thanks to YOU!
$100,000 Matched For the Kids

OU, our faithful and gen-
erous ICC family of sup-
porters, have done it again!

We’re pleased to announce that
we reached the $100,000 end-of-
year matching challenge that we
announced last December!

These funds are helping to pro-
vide for the loving care that
the children need. Once again,
thank you for blessing the chil-
dren through your generosity!

100

Correction: In the January 2020 Qué Pasa, incorrect days were assigned to the dates of the
10 Days of Prayer. While the dates themselves were correct, the days corresponding were
from the 2019 calendar rather than the 2020 calendar. We apologize for any confusion this

may have caused.

Jesus said, “The poor you
will always have with you, but
you will not always have me,”
Matthew 26:11.

Another way of saying this is “the
poor you will always have with
you, but you will not always have”...
this opportunity to impact chil-
dren with the blessings Jesus has
given you.

While this level of giving is not
for everyone, this level of commit-
ment is. May God bless you as you
commit to rescuing children for
God’s glory.

To learn more about how to be
one of the initiators for the ICC
Endowment Fund, visit:

forhiskids.org/endowment/
~-By William Hurtado

TRUSTS
A Legacy of Love

roviding for the future
through planned giving

You can leave a lasting legacy
in the life of an orphan child.

Contact Doug today
for more details.

(800) 422-7729
DougC@ForHisKids.org

When soliciting funds for a specific need, we occasionally receive more in donations than requested. In those instances when we do receive more money than solicited,
those extra funds are placed in "Alcyon’s Angel Fund.” To protect the privacy of our children, ICC uses fictitious names in the Que Pasa when referring to minor children.
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