
When soliciting funds for a specific need, we occasionally receive more in donations than requested. In those instances when we do receive more money than solicited,  
those extra funds are placed in “Alcyon’s Angel Fund.” To protect the privacy of our children, ICC uses fictitious names in the Que Pasa when referring to minor children.

We’re pleased to announce that the Christmas Hope Matching Challenge 
was a huge success and wonderful blessing for ICC children. Thanks to 
your support, the $145,000 challenge was met and exceeded! A total of 

over $300,000 was raised through this campaign and is being used to help pro-
vide the care and support that the children need.
On behalf of the children, please accept this message of gratitude. And to 
view a special message of thanks from Rick Bowes, ICC Director of Donor 
Relations, please use the following QR code or visit  
forhiskids.org/christmas-hope-matching-challenge

Four beautiful young ladies celebrate turning 15 in the Dominican. Thank you for 
making this possible! 

Continued on page 2

Thank YOU For Meeting the Challenge

Helpful Ways To Bless Children

Thank 
You!

ICC children’s villages strive to care-
fully use the funds that you provide. 
Budgets are carefully created, and 

there is little surplus to stretch very far 
when urgencies and emergencies arise. 
In addition, some needs just aren’t cov-
ered within the budgeting process.
Some of you have expressed interest in 
finding out how you can help with spe-
cific needs. We’re pleased to share a spe-
cial webpage just for that purpose. 
Please access the QR Code that follows 
or go to forhiskids.org/icc-needs-
list-2024. If you don’t have online 

access, please con-
tact our office, and 
we’ll be happy to send 
you further details.
Thank you for your 
support of the chil-
dren!

Celebrations and Home Renovations in Dominican

We have received this informa-
tion from our Las Palmas project 
director, Samilin, and are includ-
ing it as an edited excerpt.

A special greeting to all ICC 
donors.  We are recounting 
God’s blessings in the year 

past. 
The Administration of the Las 
Palmas Children’s Village would 
like to thank you for the self less 
effort and love you have shown 
for children. We started 2023 
with many expectations and 
challenges to meet, trusting that 
God would help us in everything 
we needed to do for the benefit of 

our children; the goals to achieve 
with them, that their food and 
health would be assured.  Only 
with trust in God could these 
goals be achieved.  Our theme for 
the year was: "Let's move for-
ward trusting in God."
We always pray for each 
donor, and that it will be the 
hands of God that will supply 
the needs of the children. 
If the children don't come into 
this program, their life would be 
more difficult. But God in His 
love and mercy provides the Chil-
dren’s Village and people with a 
noble heart, so that these chil-

dren can move forward in their 
lives and develop in the right and 
positive way.
Through your support, ICC 
makes possible the development 
of the children who come to the 
Children’s Village.  
Only through donation programs 
can this be a reality. So we want to 
thank all ICC donors for the effort 
they make every day so that the 
development of the children is 
positive and with a future not only 
for this life, but also for eternity. 
They will never know the extent 
of their donations.  The children 
are small today, but in the future, 
they will be the adults who will 
form the society. And that the 
society that we will have in the 
future will depend on their good 
development and correct educa-
tion.
We see their growth, from start-
ing a new school year, to gradu-
ating, to starting their college 
career with so much enthusiasm 
about accomplishing their goals... 
that gives a lot of satisfaction and 
joy.
In this year, we completed sev-
eral projects, thanks to the dona-
tions received from our beloved 
donors. One project was repairs 

To use the QR code, open the built-in camera 
app on your phone. Point it at the QR code. 
Then tap the banner that appears on your device.
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These young ladies, and so many others, have hope for a future.  
Thanks to YOU!

Thank you for blessing 
the lives of the Patmos 
Children through your 
ongoing support!

Thanks to your kind gener-
osity, Patmos children 
have a secure place in 

which to thrive and prepare 
themselves for the future. 
Recently, the children were able 
to participate in a special New 
Year’s Day celebration. Thank 
you for all you do for the children. 
They appreciate you!
We are grateful that God worked 
through caring individuals like 
you to provide for the sustaining 
care of ICC children in the DR 
Congo last year. In fact, 2023 was 
quite challenging for the Patmos 
Children Village which saw…

• An increase in the number of 
children by nearly 40%. A total 
of 48 new children joined the 
ICC family as a result of torren-
tial f looding that killed their 
parents.

• Erosion from heavy rains tem-
porarily crippled Patmos on 
two different occasions.

• The drinking water supply 
became unstable because of the 
heavy rains and flooding, and 

Children in Congo celebrate New Year's Day with 
a delicious meal, thanks to you!

Matching outfits were provided for all to 
celebrate. 

several of the new 
children became 
sick even in spite 
of  precaut ions 
taken by the Pat-
mos staff.
T h e s e  w e r e 
i m men s e  c h a l -
lenges, and yet, 
G o d  w o r k e d 
through your gener-
ous support to help 
prov ide for  the 
needs of these chil-
dren. Caring for 

such a vast number of children 
and their varied needs would not 
be possible without your support! 
Thank you!
Désiré, Patmos director, sent a 
year-end update and some pic-
tures which you see on this page. 
Here is an edited excerpt.

We are pleased to f ind this 
moment to share God's mira-
cles and blessings, which God 
has worked through ICC 
despite the great circumstances 
at Patmos Children's Village. 
God is wonderful.
I do not have the appropriate 
words to appreciate how many 
times all activities have gone 
very well at kindergarten, pri-
mary, secondary and univer-
sity schools.
Our students studied in good 
conditions, and the success rate 
was much better than last year.
Three young people became 
independent after f inishing 
their studies, and we hope that 
they will soon be integrated 
into the professional world.
Once again, please accept our 

sincere thanks for having 
found the funds to build 
the warehouse. I have 
faith that it was God who 
planned the construction of the 
warehouse. Had it not been for 
this, we would have had great 
diff iculty in receiving the 48 
or phaned ch i ldren f rom 
Kalehe. We thank God and 
ICC's sponsors and partners. 
We ask God to grant longevity 
and rich heavenly blessings to 
ICC's active donors who have 
contributed in some small way 
to the erection of the Ware-
house.
We continue to thank you for 
all your support in helping the 
orphans from Kalehe.
Thank you for the funds 
received to start construction 
activities. We have already 
completed the earthworks for 
two sites for the 2 houses, the 
construction of 2 foundations 
and the raising of the walls of 
homes 13 and 14.

December 3 was a joyful day at the Children’s Village, as four 
beautiful girls celebrated their 15th birthdays.

Samilin, Director at Las Palmas in 
the Dominican Republic

Shown is the kitchen before (left), and after the renovation (middle) and an upgraded bathroom (right) in house #6. Now, the 
children in the Dominican can live more comfortably, thanks to your continual support!

Thank you. 
 May God  

richly bless you! 
-Samilin
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on house #6. This house needed 
to be repaired for a long time, but 
we did not have the money. 
Thanks to God, in the month of 
August we were able to move the 
family back into that house. They 
are happy to be in more comfort-
able living conditions. 
House #1 was also able to have 
necessary repairs, thanks to your 
donations. And today, ten chil-
dren can live happily in that cozy 
house. 
When preparing house #1, ten 
new children were admitted to 
the Children’s Village. Five of 
those ten children were siblings 
and arrived from a very sad situ-
ation. 
They lacked the care of their par-
ents. The oldest was only ten 
years old, and she was responsible 
for taking care of her younger sib-
lings, ranging from age 1 to 5. 
Their mother was gone to work 
from 7 am to 9 at night. Their 
father was not able to support the 
family. 
The Children’s Village quickly 
became a place where they all felt 
cared for and protected. The 
children were able to eat and 
sleep well, with loving house-par-
ents. All of this was made possi-
ble because of the donations we 
received.

Renata
My dream is to be a nurse and 
help people in need (for the) honor 
of God. On this special day, I 
thank God for allowing me to 
come here. I thank Him so much 
for touching my mother's heart 
and allowing her to bring me to 
this beautiful place. I also want to 
thank all the donors who have 
contributed to make this day a 
reality.

Elisa 
I arrived in 2015 at Las Palmas, 
along with my brother. I thank 
God for allowing me to come to 
the Children’s Village. Today, I 
thank God for the privilege of cel-
ebrating my birthday. I thank my 
sponsors for supporting me.

Yanna
I thank God and ICC. I am very 
happy to be here and very grate-
ful to God.

Juanita 
I am so grateful for the opportu-
nity to be received at Las Palmas 
Children’s Village and for the 
opportunity to celebrate my 15th 
birthday here. I thank God and 
the Children’s Village staff and 
house parents. 
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